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RECOMMENDATIONS:
City Council provides DIRECTION to staff as to the overall Grants-in-Aid program; and

provides DIRECTION as to the Grants-in-Aid Committee’s recommended modifications
to the Eligibility Requirements and Policy Guidelines; and

| provides DIRECTION to staff as to how “"Homeless” organizations are to be defined for
grant program purposes; and

provides DIRECTION to staff as to the Fiscal Year 2014-15 Grant funding budget.
DISCUSSION:

Background:

At the December 19, 2013 City Council meeting the Council approved the last step in the
Grants-in-Aids charitable giving process for fiscal year 2013/14 by funding 14 out of the
28 applicants that were recommended by the Grants-in-Aid Committee (the “Committee”)
to receive funding. The total budget was $100,000, with $60,000 designated by Council
for homeless services and programs, and the remaining $40,000 for other non-profit
entities.

During the February City Council strategic planning sessions, the Council directed staff to
review the Discretionary Contributions Funding Policy that was established in 2006. Staff
is in the process of preparing revisions to the policy which will be brought forward to the
Council for discussion and direction after review by the Finance Committee.
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Summary:

Staff has outlined a discussion list for direction and clarification by the Council within the
overall Grants-in-Aids program:

1) Review and provide direction to staff as to Grants-in-Aid Committee’s
recommended modifications to the Eligibility Requirements and Policy Guidelines.

2) Clarify Council’s direction as it relates to Roy’s Desert Resource Center (Roy's”)
contribution for FY 2014-15.

1. The Committee’s recommendation is the line budget amount for Roy’s is
added to the overall Grants-in-Aids budget, Roy’s would then be required to
go through the application process and the Committee will make a
recommendation in regards to any potential funding of Roy’s as part of the
overall grant funding process.

3) Clarify whether the City is required by State or Federal Law to give a percentage
or amount to Homeless services.

i. Staff has determined that there are no standing Federal or State laws
mandating such a requirement.

4) The Committee has prepared the following definition of services and programs that
fall under the “"Homeless"” category.

i. Homeless programs include serving wvuilnerable homeless and at-risk
individuals and families through a wide variety of intervention types ranging
from street outreach (engaging homeless individuals and families living on
the street), homelessness prevention and emergency shelter to rapid re-
housing, transitional housing, and permanent supportive housing.

ii. Add to the application the following categories to better identify each agency
and how they are categorized:

Homeless Programs

Animal Services

Health Related Program

Youth Programs/Schools with 501C3

Senior Programs

Outreach Programs

Other
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iii. Is the City Council directing the committee to give a certain percentage of
the budget or a certain amount to an individual homeless agency?
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5) Budget discussion regarding current budget amount for program.

i. The Committee recommends the Grants-in-Aids budget to include the
$103,000 given to Roy’s, and increase the overall budget by an additional
$50,000 for a total budget of $253,000.

FISCAL IMPACT:

The original fiscal year 2014/15 budget Community Assistant budget for both Grant-in-
Aids/Homeless ($100,000) and Roy’s ($103,000) for a total budget of $203,000 is
approved. '

The Committee’s recommendation is to include Roy’s funding as a part of the Grants-in-
Aids budget and to increase the budget by another $50,000. If City Council agrees with
the Committee’s recommendation, Council would need to allocate an additional $50,000
to the existing Community Assistance budget for a total budget of $253,000. Approval of
the additional $50,000 for Community Assistance will require a budget appropriation from
the City’s General Fund.

ATTACHEMENT:

1. Grants-in-Aid Committee’s recommended changes to the Eligibility
Requirements and Policy Guidelines .
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