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Mid-valley resident

has many

questions

on CV Link benefits

Over the last year or so I
have read many letters in
The Desert Sun on the pros
and cons of building and
maintaining the CV Link. To
be perfectly transparent, I
am completely against what I
consider a $100 million dollar
boondoggle.

Having said that, I would
ask the decision makers (as I
or any other of the residents
of the valley will not have a
say) to consider my reasons
for coming to the conclusion I
have reached.

If this project were to be
financed with municipal
bonds that would be repaid
with our tax dollars, and re-
quired a vote of the people, I
firmly believe it.wotild never
receive the necessary votes
to pass. In that case, the peo-
ple would have spoken.

The nearest possible point
of entry to the wash for me,
and those around me, for the
Link is at Cook Street near
Palm Desert High School,
which is about two miles
from my home. (Will the
“link” bridge Cook?) If there
will be access there, or for
that matter at any entry
point, there will need to be
adequate and safe parking.

The maximum safe range
of my golf cart, and I suspect
most of those in the valley, is
eight miles. Therefore, once I
reach the wash at Cook, 1
would only be able to take the
link three miles in either
direction, and where does
that take me? How can any
reasonable person believe
there will be much use by
drivers of golf carts on the
Link?

If I were going to walk on
the Link (I’'m too old to run) I
either must walk the two
miles to get to the wash or

. drive there in my car or golf
cart.

There have been many

Tom Wells

comments and projected
estimates as to the increase
in tourism and the accompa-
nying increase in revenue
that will come to the valley,
thanks to the Link. If this is
true, and I am skeptical,
where will these people stay?
Every hotel and rental prop-
erty is fairly well-booked in
the season, and most of the
rest of the year it would be
too hot to utilize the Link.
Does that mean that the in-
flux of tourists will have stay
in new hotel rooms, or newly
built homes. If so, what does
that do to current water us-
age?

If the valley governments
have $100 million dollars to
spend, why not give it away
in the form of scholarships,
or build decent low-income
housing, or put that money
toward repairing the Salton
Sea, or (you fill in the
blank as there are untold
numbers of better uses for
this money).

I hope the decision makers
consider the points I have
made. At the very least, they
should consider building a
portion, say 10 miles, and see
how much it is used for a
couple of years first. I know
governments don’t have to
Jjustify expenditures like a
private business must, but
maybe, just maybe, the Link
should be the exception to
that norm.

Email Tom Wells of Palm
Desert at twells3@dc.rr.com.
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CV Link’s cr1t1cs

should join e

fort

to resolve 1ssues

: It is difficult as an elected
official to question an elected
official of a neighboring ju-
risdiction but I witnessed
something in the city of Ran-
cho Mirage that compels me
to do so.

Ironically, the same day
that Mayor Dana Hobart sent
out a long email criticizing
the CV Link project I wit-
nessed a terrible bike acci-
dent in the city of Rancho
Mirage: A 55-year-old bicy-
clist, Mario P, had been rid-
ing along the Highway 111
sidewalk. When it came to an
end he took a horrible fall.

First responders were
efficient, slowing traffic,
rushing Mario to Desert Re-
gional Hospital with severe,
but fortunately not life-
threatening, injuries and then
quickly cleaning the blood off
the sidewalk and street.

Mayor Hobart and the City
Council of Rancho Mirage
have made it abundantly
clear they do not want CV
Link coming through their
city. The city requested cer-
‘tain routes removed from the
project. Most of them were
along the country clubs and
CVAG accommodated their
requests. At a recent work-
shop held at Mayor Hobart's’
request, he spoke and ques-
tioned CVAG on the operation
and maintenance costs, quot-
ing excessive and incorrect
numbers. At that same work-
shop a group of private land-
owners with residences on a
public trail testified CV Link .
would disrupt their use of the
trail. Soon thereafter the City

“Jan Harnik

nance funding plan. Addition-
ally, at Thursday’s council
meeting the Rancho Mirage
City Council passed yet an-
other resolution barring CV
Link from traversing High-
way 111 or Bob Hope Drive.
The Rancho Mirage City
Council knows full well that
they are blocking all conceiv-
able routes through their city,
seemingly in an effort to
derail the project.

Mayor Hobart continually
asserts he is not opposed to
CV Link despite ongoing
efforts that indicate other-
wise, including asking the
executive committee of
CVAG to stop work on the
project. If Mayor Hobart is
true to his word, I ask that he
state a routé that would be
acceptable through the city
of Rancho Mirage. Let’s have
arational and reasonable
discussion dealing with oper-
ations and maintenance costs.

More than $75 million
towards the $100 million con-
struction cost has been raised
without asking Coachella
Valley cities for one dime.
CVAG is working on grants
and fundmg for the additional
$25 million.



Council took action opposing
+he CV Link from passing
hrough the Butler Abrams
Trail (a public trail). They
also opposed connecting and
providing access to the pop-
ular community resource, the”
Rancho Mirage library.

At CVAG, Mayor Hobart
testified that “operations and
maintenance charges, over
the course of decades, comes
up to hundreds of millions of
dollars.” Despite myriad and
substantiated evidence to the
contrary, he continues to
maintain and state these ove-
rinflated figures and despite
Mayor Hobart’s assertions to
the contrary, no CVAG com-
mittee has reviewed, consid-
ered nor taken any action on
an operations and mainte-

Let’s all work together to
make this a valuable Coachel-
la Valley asset, not take ac-
tions to stand in the way. Let’s
provide a safe route for bicy-
clists, pedestrians and low-
speed electric vehicles.

If we build the CV Link up
to Rancho Mirage’s borders
there will be many more
accidents like Mario’s when
users are forced to take what-
ever route they can through
Rancho Mirage. Let’s not
force them to do that,

Jan Harnik is a member of

the Palm Desert City Council,
chairs the Coachella Valley
Association of Governments
executive committee and seives
on CVAG’s Transportation
Committee. Email her at
Jjharnik@dc.rr.com.
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Better uses for money

Why is Supervisor John
Benoit pushing so hard for the
CV Link? What does he gain if
this boondoggle goes through?

The entire project just
smells bad! With all the things
our valley needs why is this so
important?

With the drought, the Salton
Sea, crime stopping and many
more important items on our
agenda, a pathway for trash,
vagrants, potential crime and
other costly waste seems un-
important. Wouldn’t the
amount of money this will cost
be better spent elsewhere?

John Pfeiffer, Palm Desert

Road work needed

Mr. Benoit has called out
critics of the CV Linksaying

they are “uninformed and
inflammatory.” He goes on to
say, “Building roadways is
expensive, MAINTAINING
them is far less expensive. But
doing so periodically is critical
so you don’t have to fix major
problems later.” .

“Maintaining” them is far
less expensive? Really? Has he
driven some of his county
roads lately? Or is he trans-
ported about on some magic
carpet? Because last I checked
the county of Riverside needed
some serious road mainte-
nance. Rancho Mirage main-
tains its roads on a regular
schedule!

Here’s a suggestion for our
county supervisor and avid
cyclists that really, really want
this government “boondoggle.”
The county, and the 8 other
cities in our valley, with their

massive pension and health
liabilities, should first main-
tain the roads within their own
sphere of influence, before
adding the CV Link.

Jens Mueller, Cathedral City

Too many questions

It is said that your life can’t
go according to plan if you
have no plan. It’s also been said
that when you make a plan
make sure you see it through
to its fullest. The CV Linkis a
great idea at first sight except
what happens next? The first
costs were projected in the $53
million to $77 million dollar
range. Now we are at about
$100 million.

What about the following? 1.
Safety: Fence, cameras every
mile an<} emergency phone

-boxes. Z Ongoing mainte-

nance: Pathway and electric,
etc. 3. Crime: Vandals, graffiti,
robbers, muggings, abduc-
tions, insurance, etc. 4. Costs:
How high with they really
rise? S. Responsibilities: Coun-
ty, Valley Task Force (over-
sight committee), or cities?

You read a book from begin-
ning to end, but when you have
a plan you start with the end
and work your way back.
Shame on you for not doing the
entire plan for the public’s due
diligence. As of now itis a
bridge to nowhere.

Robert F. Sylk, La Quinta

More than he deserves

Re: “Killer ‘living the
dream,” ” May 10

Ernesto Martinez is a con-
victed police killey. He will
continue to kill and the only
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Not following blindly

Sections of the CVAG Status reports
cited by Dana Hobart in support of Ran-
cho Mirage’s opposition to the CV Link
proposal read like a chapter of Trans-
parency in Government by Nancy Pelo-
si:“First you have to pass it and then you
will find out what’s in it.” Our officials
bothered to find out what was in it and
question what was missing. The reports
appear to have been intentionally mis-
leading. The council’s position echoes
the voices of Rancho Mirage residents
who do not believe CV Link offers any
benefit to the community.

Rancho Mirage is perhaps the only
city in California thatis 100 percent free
of debt and operates within its annual
budget. It’s not an accident; our leaders
recognize that money they commit to
projects belongs to the taxpayers. It is
not theirs to finance a legacy of their po-
litical achievements. They epitomize
honest and responsible governance.

Would any of you or Jan Harnik
blindly invest your personal funds and
rest your financial futures in a project
without vetting the fine print and seek-
ing answers to the missing pieces? Nei-
ther would we!

Ro:: sharrow, Rancho Mirage

Face the issues

Re: “CV Link’s critics should join ef-
fort to resolve issues,” Valley Voice,
May 13

Jan Harnik pushed hard on her agen-
da for building the CV Link without do-
ing a cost study for future operations
and maintenance expenses, and she
mightily criticized Rancho Mirage
Mayor Dana Hobart, when, at a CVAG
CV Link workshop, “He spoke and ques-
tioned CVAG on the operation and main-
tenance costs, quoting excessive and in-
correct numbers.” He raised the issue
and she doesn’t want to face it.

What stinks is this: Jan Harnik wrote,
“No CVAG committee has reviewed,
considered, nor taken any action on an
operations and maintenance funding
plan.” This is astounding! She is admit-
ting that she has not reviewed nor con-
sidered a funding plan. Why on Earth is
Jan Harnik, chair of the CVAG Execu-
tive Committee, pushing so hard for a
CV Link when she s telling us she has no
idea of the ongoing maintenance and op-
erations costs for this venture?

It appears Jan Harnik is part of the
“We have the money so let’s spend it on
something” crowd at CVAG who have
obviously not done their homework nor
the thorough research that Mayor Dana
Hobart has done. Mr. Hobart is finding
it difficult to shine the light of day on the
facts about the ultimate costs of the CV
Link.

DeeAnn Madsen, Rancho Mirage

cycling opportunities for riders with
disabilities, this project is high on my
list of something that is not only desir-
able but also needed for riders who tra-
verse our roads four inches off the
ground. Following the death of a hand-
cyelist in January 2015 (which was fol-
lowed by another death of a bicyclist in
February) my concerns, it would seem,
are well-founded. .

Recalling an incident that occurred a
few years back where a double amputee
veteran and paracyclist was hit by a car
in Palm Springs while waiting at a cor-
ner resulting in the destruction of his
prosthesis, the ability to ride through
our valley with significantly greater
safety isn't something that is a luxury, it
is a necessity. - .

The CV Link and the efforts of all cy-
cling organizations that promote cy-
cling safety are to be commended for
their efforts. The CV Link isn’t just trail
of inconvenience, it’s a movement to
create greater safety and recreational
opportunities for our valley-end toend.

Judy A. May, regional director, Incight,
Palm Desert

We need CV Link’s ‘vibe’

Ms. Harnik, thank you so much for
your support of the CV Link.

As a cyclist, I have been looking for-
ward to the Link for years and am very
alarmed at Rancho Mirage’s opposition.
They should be ashamed of themselves.

What I smell is the influence of some
very moneyed political supporters in
Rancho Mirage with a NIMBY attitude
taking priority over Rancho Mirage’s
“common people” and those of the rest
of the valley. Keep publicly calling them
out until they give us areasonable route
through their city!

Don't they realize the “vibe” some-
thing like that will give the valley and
how good it will be for tourism and
cross-pollination among our cities?

Paula Matos, La Quinta

A different path

The Kern River Parkway was creat-
ed in 1976 and runs for 30 miles along
the Kern River bed. i

The Parkway has attracted homeless
who have set up encampments. Many of
the homeless have been hitting the run-
ners and joggers up for food and money,
which has discouraged use of the park-
way.

The result: Use of the parkway by
joggers and walkers has declined and it
now requires full-time police patrols
seven days a week.

Jim de Boom, Rancho Mirage
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Rancho Mirage should pitch in

1 am so ashamed of my City Council.
Is the Rancho Mirage council now to be
known as the bullies of the valley? Is it
our turn to have the negative spotlight
turned on us?

While 1 appreciate Mayor Dana Ho-
bart “informing” his electorate about
CV Link, shouldn’t his blast email have
givenall sides of the discussion and con-
tained more accurate information?

Yes, 1 support CV Link. It will be a
game changer for the valley. We already
attract lots of golfers, tennis players,
festival attendees, and more. But we
also attract tons of cyclists, folks who
come here to relax and, yes, cycle.

Many major resorts, including the
Westin in Rancho Mirage, rent bicycles
to their guests. Where are they to sug-
gest their guests ride? The major high-
ways (111 and 74) have been the scene of
many accidents, some deadly.

Mayor Hobart, stop being abully. It's
time to be part of the solution, not part
of the problem. s
Susie Harvey, Rancho Mirag

- Opening riding opportunities

1 have followed, with great interes!
the letters regarding the CV Link. A:
the director of a program that provides
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CV Link ‘breakup’
would be better
for valley’s cities
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Except for bragging
rights, where is the “magic”
in creating a continuous €V
Link pathway that connects
the cities of our valley? How
many citizens of Coachella
are going to use it to travel to
Palm Springs, and vice ver-
sa? It seems that the 50-mile
concept would primarily
benefit a relatively small
segment of the resident and
visiting population interested
in long-distance bicycle rid-
ing and hard-core exercise.

Our forward-thinking
community leaders are look-
ing to provide an amenity
that encourages tourism and
exercise, and prepares the
valley for expanded use of
electric vehicles. But why
does it need to link the cities?

Recent controversies have
demonstrated that some cit-
ies will not accept the imposi-
tion of the CV Link onto their
already congested roads. For
privacy reasons, overlaying
the path onto or near already
built-out residential areas is
also not acceptable to some
cities. Some cities feel left
out of the project entirely.

As proposed, the CV Link
would be mostly atop the
levee, which is an easy line to
draw on a map and it accom-
plishes the goal of “linking”
cities, but again, for what
purpose? Additional money
would be needed in the future
to extend pathways into our
cities to make the CV Link
truly relevant.

Effective and well-used
pathways deliver people °

where they NEED and WANT

Jeri Barry

Let’s abandon the idea of a
single, continuous CV Link
needlessly extending down

-the backbone of the valley in

favor of separate “links” in
each city. Revise the name of
the project to “CV Links”
(with an “s”) to represent a
series of separate inner city
“links” that deliver users
where they actually want to
go.
Where possible, long sec-
tions could be included to
accommodate those who want
to travel farther distances for
exercise purposes. If im-
proved health is truly a goal,
then shorter, less intimidat-
ing, community-driven path-
ways are much more likely to
encourage additional people
to get out and to exercise.
CVAG already has a plan
that provides options for
future NEV routes in the
valley. That “Neighborhood
Electric¢ Vehicle (NEV) Plan”
is on the.CVAG website .
(www.CVAG.org). This report
addresses each city in detail
and provides a perfect foun-
dation for the creation of
individual city “links.” The
groundwork for CV Links has
already been done.

—
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to go — grocery stores,
schools, work, restaurants,
entertainment venues, shop-
ping and other entities within
their own communities. If
destinations are worthwhile,
more people will be inclined
to walk, bike or abandon their
car in favor of a Neighbor-
hood Electric Vehicle (NEV).
Each city has very differ-
ent objectives, challenges
and budgets. East valley resi-
dents need safe routes that
deliver adults to work and
kids to school. Other cities
need connections between
hotels, restaurants and enter-
tainment venues, Each city
should be allowed to create a
network of internal paths that
will answer its specific goals.
Also, cities should only ac-
cept pathways they can af-
ford to maintain and secure.

Apparently, the "NEV

Plan” is intended for imple-
mentation after the CV Link
is built. But that’s backwards.
Why not re-direct the already
pledged CV Link funds to
individual cities NOW for the
development of the NEV Plan
and the incorporation of ex-
isting city bike and pedestri-
an trails. THEN, if warrant-
ed, link the city links togeth-
er.

The $75 million in pledged
funds would probably go
further to re-configure and
enhance existing streets and
paths than it would cost to
build a brand new concrete
CV Link roadway on the lev-

-ee.

Jeri Barry is a resident of
Palm Springs. Email her at
desertjeri@dc.rr.com
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TIPS

By Sherry Barkas
The Desert Sun

There will be no CV Link on
Highway 111 or Bob Hope
Drive in the city of Rancho Mi-
rage, council members said on
Thursday — a decision ap-
plauded by the dozen or so res-

idents in the audience.

The action, however, leaves
the question of where should
the link go in Rancho Mirage.

“We don’t want to be nay-
sayers,” Mayor Dana Hobart
said. “We're saying, keep look-
ing. If we can find something

acceptable to us, fine.”

horse trails left in the city.

members and residents said.

Thursday’s decision fol-
lows the April 16 rejection of
proposals by the Coachella
Valley Association of Govern-
ments to build the $100 million
link near the Rancho Mirage
Public Library, where the city
has plans to build an observa-
tory, or along the Butler
Abrams Trail — one of the few

Highway 111 and Bob Hope
Drive present traffic and safe-
ty issues along with concerns
about the impact on area
homes and businesses, council

2nd CV Lin
‘path option
rejected

Rancho Mirage councilors worry
about safety, impact on homes

Much of the intended route
for the 52-mile concrete path
that would run from Palm
Springs to the Salton Sea, runs
along the Whitewater Wash.
But that area is mostly built
out in Rancho Mirage, City
Manager Randall Bynder said.

“What we found in analyz-
ing this project in-depth is that
the route through Rancho Mi-
rage, because of the issues
with the Whitewater River
channel, would be so circu-
itous and disruptive that it
seems like every alternative
location brings a whole new
set of problems for the com-
munity,” Bynder said.

Crossing Highway 111 in
multiple crosswalks is not safe
for the pedestrians, bikers,
Jjoggers and small electric ve-
hicles intended to use the path,
he said.

[t would also impact traffic.

“Good planning doesn’t mix
high speed, high volume of ve-
hicular traffic with pedestrian
traffic,” said resident Mary
Jane Filice, who said the city
“can only be negatively im-
pacted” by the link.

Please see CV LINK, 6A
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COURTESY OF COACHELLA VALLEY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS
A rendering shows part of the planned 52-mile trail called CV Link.

‘CV Link

Continued from 3A

Resident Ron Sharrow said he “vehe-
mently” opposed the link in Rancho Mi-
rage and suggested it run on the north
side of Interstate 10.

No one in the audience or on the coun-
cil spoke in favor of the proposed High-
way 111 and Bob Hope Drive routes.

“I think it's really important for Ran-
cho Mirage to stand up and say we are
different from other cities involved in
the link project,” Councilman Richard
Kite said. .

Looking at an aerial view of the link
from Coachella to Desert Hot Springs,
Kite said it wouldn't disrupt the business

‘districts: of other communities as it

would in Rancho Mirage.

“We don't have a whole lot of choices,”
he said. “T look forward to working with
CVAG in the future to find some alter-

W‘_"—

nate route ... if we can, and ¢an pay for it
(the Link),” he said.

In April, the City Council pulled back
on its support of the link when Hobart
raised questions about CVAG's proposal
that the nine cities dedicate 8 percent of
their increased TOT earnings every

ear, from 2016 on, to cover the annual
1.6 million maintenance costs.

Hobart estimated that would cost
Rancho Mirage nearly $1.5 million over
nine years. CVAG and the cities involved
are continuing to-discuss options for
funding the maintenance.

“I didn’t say stop (the project) but
slow it down,” Hobart said, to explore op-
tions.

Desert Sun reporter Sherry Barkas covers
the cities of La Quinta, Indian Wells,
Rancho Mirage and Palm Desert. She can
be reached at
sherry.barkas@thedesertsun.com or (760)
778-4694. Follow her on Twitter @TDSsherrv
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By Jesse Marx | The Desert Sun

ot On April 2, Rancho Mirage City Council’s five members met behind
w... closed doors. By unanimous vote, they decided to slam the brakes on the
CV Link, a proposed 48-mile bicycle, pedestrian and low-speed electric
vehicle pathway that’s beloved in some circles and despised in others.

Within minutes, the news spread: the city was calling into question the
fairness and legality of current funding sources and demanding answers
of the Coachella Valley Association of Governments, the lead agency.

In the meantime, the city would oppose the $100 million trail — the
largest infrastructure project in Southern California in terms of size. If
built, the CV Link will run from Palm Springs to Coachella along the
g&’lfitewater River wash, with the possibility of extending someday to the

alton Sea.

Ak

Please see CV LINK, 10A

<V Link recreation path is shown in a rendering from CVAG.
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fhe CV Link, a proposed 48-mile bicycle, pedestrian and low-speed electric vehicle pathway, is expected to follow this pat
Ave 50 in Coachella. The project has been sold to the public not just as a recreational marvel, but as a boost to the deseit's
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CV Link

Continued from 1A

From the beginning, the pro-
ject has been sold to the public
not just as a tourist magnet and
recreational marvel, but as a
boost to the desert’s impover-
ished neighborhoods. In Janu-
ary, Desert Hot Springs formal-
ly joined the project, becoming
the ninth city to do so. Questions
of fairness and funding had also
caused elected leaders there to
waver.

Elsewhere, the project has
been hailed as the “spine of the
valley,” “something dramatic,
something iconic,” something
that “takes down barriers.”
Even Rancho Mirage Council-
man Ted Weill's website de-
scribed the CV Link as “a revo-
lutionary new concept in trans-
portation.”

It is ambitious. Yet most of
the $100 million construction °

cost — three-fourths — has al-
ready been set aside via state,
federal and county grants, two
years ahead of the slated
groundbreaking. Expenditures
since 2011 total $1.7 million,
mostly on consultants — about
$1.5 million of which went to Al-
ta Planning and Design of Port-
land, Oregon. B

But it's not so much the cost
to build the project that rubs
some folks the wrong way.

The Rancho Mirage City

Council’s decision on April 2 .
was directly tied to what fol-

lows construction — the upkeep

of the trail: And since then, .
Mayor Dana Hobart has beenon
the war path, putting his train- :

ing as an attorney to good use.
“If it can’t stand on its own

two feet, economically,” he said
of the trail, “it should be killed.” .

Who pays what

The source of contention are
three very powerful words in
the Coachella Valley: transient
occupancy tax. Otherwise
known as “TOT,” or “the bed

tax,” these dollars come from :

hotél and resorts.

CVAG has suggested using
the funds to pay for the trail's
upkeep — the logic being that
the project will boost tourism,
so tourism dollars ought to pay
for the future operations and
maintenance, or O&M. The in-
tention is to be a self-sustaining
system that doesn’t rely on cit-
ies to gorifling through couches
for loose change.

In late March, CVAG Execu-
tive Director Tom Kirk ap-
proached some city staff with
theidea of dedicating a percent-
age of one’s TOT revenues rath-
er than a concrete number
based on, say, the mileage of
trail in their jurisdiction. Kirk
added this proposal to the asso-
ciation’s April 6 transportation
committee hearing, which is
run mostly by local city council
members, toestablisha CV Link
fund for O&M.

4 tiat ume, CVAG was
suggesting that the annual O&M
costs — things like repairs,
graffiti removal and landscap-
Ing —would amount to $1.6 mil-
lmq. And to pay for that, the as-
Soclation offered up a formula
u:'he’reby eight percent of each
City’s annual growth in TOT
revenue — using 2016 as the
base year — would be set aside,

The proposal says "Draft 3/
24/2015” across the top.

“It was the start of a conver-
sation,” Kirk told the Desert
St}n. “There’s a process here.
_1th not done in closed session;
It's not done in darkness.”

Rancho Mirage disagreed.
Hobartaccused CVAG’s staff of
trying to quickly push through
t]:lq TOT formula, binding the
cities to costs they didn't fully
appreciate. Both in print and in
person, Hobart has argued that
elected officials in the desert
had been caught completely un-
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" Bynder referred to the PR ma-
chine behind the project, in-
cluding commercials, as “prop-
aganda.”

Toback up his theory, Hobart
points to CVAG’s draft master
plan, which was released in Au-
gust 2014. Page 123 discusses
~&M and states, in bold letters,

mstruction and operations of

< CV Link will not require lo-
cal funding.” N

However, that same  docu-
ment goes on to list possible
funding sources, including local
ones.

" Page 126 mentioned TOT
specifically and suggests that
the city of Palm Springs is.con-
sidering using it. The document
then reads, “Work is uniderway
with the tourism industry to ex-
plore the possibility of growing
TOT revenues and using some
of the growth to fund O&M.”

These are but a few sen-
tences in a 158-page report and
their meaning isn't entirely
clear. In fact, different mayors
see the TOT issue and Hobart’s
complaint in drastically differ-
ent ways.

“These are ideas and op-
tions,” said Stan Henry, mayor
of Cathedral City. “We never

ALy anauugel  aatual

even got to the point of discus-

sion.”

“There should have been
more open dialogue on the issue
rather than what was written in
the document,” said Adam San-
chez, mayor of Desert Hot
-Springs, referring to the 2014
draft master plan. As such, he
~*ded with Rancho Mirage in

ing to slow down the project

. perform an audit,

Of course, the O&M budget is
in flux, so it’s impossible to de-
termine who will ultimately pay
what. And to make matters
more confusing, the two sides
can’t even agree on the best way
to calculate each city’s future fi-
nancial obligations. Rancho Mi-
rage says CVAG underestimat-
ed the city’s annual revenue fig-
ures, while CVAG contends that
Rancho Mirage is downplaying
a funding cap that was built into
the formula and allows them to
take only so much.

These fundamental discrep-
ancies are all the more reason to
reevaluate the costs and as-
sumptions of thie project, Ho-
bart said. “We’re talking about a

CV LINK FUNDING

. RICHARD LUWTHE DESERT SUN
Riverside County Supervisor John Benoit emailed 10 elected officials about
their criticism of the CV Link.

The Coachella Valley Association of Governments, which is leading the
project under the direction of local elected officials, says the following
grants have been set aside for construction of the $100 million CV Link:
» CVAG Transportation Fund: $20,000,000

» Air Quality Mitigation District: $17,400,000

» Federal Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality: $12,600,000

» CA Active Transportation Program: $10,900,000

» Desert Healthcare District: $10,000,000

» State Transportation Improvement Program: $2,000,000

» California Strategic Growth Council: $1,000,000

» Riverside County Parks: $750,000

» Cathedral City Bicycle Transportation Account Grant: $748,500
» Caltrans Environmental Justice Grant: $291,000*

Total: $75,689,500

* The City of Palm Desert spearheaded the Caltrans Environmental Justice
Grant because only a city can apply for those funds, according to Gary Le-
ong, CVAG's director of administrative services. However, he added, the
association provided another $22,500 to match.

considerable amount of money
and it makes no business sense
toaccept the projectif we donot
know. that we can meet the re-
sponsibilities of O&M collec-
tively as a group of cities for the
decades to come.”

Just last week, CVAG staff
presentedia new O&M budget,
slashing an earlier idea to hire
10 full-time rangers and one
manager, and calling instead for
volunteer patrols'to be the eyes
and ears of the trail. Overnight,
the annual O&M cost dropped
from $1.6 million to $1 million,
w?leh equates to $20,62) per
mile.

“Under that scenario, Ran-
cho Mirage would be paying
just $42,000 in year 9,” Kirk
wrote in an email. "By compari-
son, that's less than a quarter of
what (the) Rancho Mirage coun-
cil in March agreed to spend ...
to market the 2015 ANA Inspira-
tion golf tournament.” h

While admitting it isn't a per-
fect .comparison, Hobart has
asked his fellow elected offi-
cials to consider the American
River Parkway trdil with its es-
timated $6 million a year O&M
cost. _

However, as CVAG gtaff
have pointed out, “the Sacra-

DESERT SUN FILE PHOTO
Rancho Mirage Mayor Dana Hobart.

mento Jewel” is going to take up
some 4,900 acres once built. It is
literally a park system. By com-
parison, CV Link will touch 105
acres.

He also swung and missed at
a May 4 transportation commit-
tee meeting, taking the podium
to say he feared Rancho Mirage
would be committing itself
"“over the course of decades” to
O&M costs totaling “hundreds
of millions of dollars.”

Actually, that would take a
thousand years, give or take.

Agreement

Thereis one thing that every-
one agrees on: Measure A
funds, a voter-approved half-
cent sales tax that raises monies
for public transportation pro-
jects.” ) .

But what everyone agrees on
is" that applying Measure A
funds to the trail’s 0&M budget
— as CVAG has suggested — is
difficult, possibly illegal.

* As Hobart has pointed out,
the funds were  intended for
“streets, roads, highways,” and
not bicycle, pedestrian and Iow-
speed electric vehicle paths.
Even the Riverside County
Transportation  Commission,
which oversees the collection
and djstribution of the tax,is un-
sure whether Measure A can be
used on the CV Link. |

“That’s unclear,” said .John
Standiford, the commission's
deputy executive director. -

Standiford added that it
could be as simple as designat-
ing the CV Link as an “arterial
roadway” or adding the project

Please see CV LINK, 11A
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toan RCTC expenditure plan for the des-
ert. But that, too, could pose a problem.

Before CVAG does anything, Hobart
wants to get the opinion of a law firm
based outside the desert, preferably in
the Los Angeles area, and intends to in-
troduce this idea to the executive com-
mittee on June 1.

It should make for good theater, Ho-
bart also intends to call at that meeting
for an all-day forum where the desert’s

mayors, city managers and finance di-

rectors can debate each and every 0&M
financing option. Hobart believes the
current TOT formula is fundamentally
unfair because the majority of the tab
will be covered by five cities — his in-
cluded — that rely heavily on those tour-
ism dollars to function.

What’s more, Hobart emailed CVAG
on May 3 to request that another item be
put on the June 1 action agenda — one
that would reopen a two-year-old vote
and debate surrounding the financing of
the construction side of the project,

At a Feb. 27, 2012, gathering of the
mayors, Hobart voiced support for a pro-
posal to match air quality mitigation fees
from the CPV Sentinel Energy Project
power plant with CVAG transportation
funds, So long as no other “high-priority”
projects were delayed, $20 million could
be set aside for the CV Link, then known
as the “Parkway lell.”

The Desert Sun obtained Hobart’s
email request through California’s pub-
lic records law. However, thinking that
he might have accidentally given the
document to a reporter, Hobart said,
“Please destroy it."

He would go on to say that he no long-
er intended to reopen the matching air
quality mitigation funds at the June 1
meeting. But he also deflected questions
about why he had considered recpening
that discussion at all.

“I prefer to discuss what is,” Hobart

said, ending his half of the conversation.

It should be noted that the only person
to vote no at the Feb. 27, 2012, meeting
was Coachella Councilman Steven Her-
nandez, who questioned whether the
trail would consume funding for other
improvement projects, The city was as-
sured the money would still be there.

“And sure enough, the money has
been there,” said Hernandez, now may-
or,

Of all the cities on the project, Coa-
chella is on the hook for the least amount
of TOT because it has the least to offer.
In fact, the city says it currently brings
in zero TOT dollars.

there’s a route through Rancho Mirage
that the residents and city council mem-
bers can get behind. o

The problem is that the Whitewater
River wash runs through several golf
courses, including Rancho Las Palmas
and the Thunderbird Country Club, both
of whom see the coming trail as disrup-
tive to their way of life. As such, CVAG
has held two public workshops in Rancho
Mirage and met at least two times witha
city subcommittee in the past year to
talk alternatives.

On April 16, however, council mem-
bers rejected a proposal to pave the path
along the Butler-Abrams Trail or near
the Rancho Mirage Public Library,
where the city has plans to build an ob-
servatory. CVAG had proposed putting
an electric vehicle station on undevel-
oped city land — which the city believes
would burden their observatory with
light and vibrations.

Three weeks later, the City Council *

rejected two other alternatives by for-
bidding the CV Link from crossing High-
way 111 or Bob Hope Drive in their juris-
diction, Council members cited safety
concerns and questioned what the in-
creased traffic would mean for nearby
business districts and homes.

Not every Rancho Mirage resident
cheered at the news. Gary Lueders, who
also happens to be vice president of the

Friends of CV Link board, called the re-

newed discussion of the project’s costs
“refreshing” — he believes solar power
panels could help pay for the project. But
he was disappointed that the city’s ac-
tions ‘against the trail will prevent him
and others from taking a saferride to the
library. )

“The city is not planning for future
residents,” Lueders said, citing a grow-
ing national trend in bicycle commuters.

‘Rancho Mirage could simply drop out
of the project altogether, creating a hole
in the path. If that's the case, the desert’s
more adventurous bicyclists and pedes-
trians would be forced to navigate pas-
sages like Highway 111 and Bob Hope —
the same streets that city council mem-
bers wanted to keep bicyclists and golf
carts away from.

Another option? Build the path
around Rancho Mirage, which, of
course, would make more than a few
community members happy.

“Our council follows the desire of the
residents as much as any other council,”
Hobart said, “and our residents clearly
don't want it.” .

Rather, Hobart proposes that the path
follow Da Vall Drive out of Cathedral
City and cut easterly along the fringes of
Rancho Mirage, toward the train tracks
that run adjacent to the highway. From

* thara it nranld hand linals faea T2 ™o

= il oy L el
But Coachella is also a work:
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ng-class
city, and many of those workers support
the tourism industry, which in turn sus-
tains the desert economy. This point
must be considered, Hernandez said, if

the question of fairness is going back on-

the table,

Nevertheless, Hernandez backs Ho-
bart in calling for a review, 5o that, at the
very least, the cost of the project — a val-
ley-wide investment — can be justified.

“The public,” he said, “that’s what
they expect from us.”

A break in the chain
Much of this discussion assumes

ért: b '
- This would make for a conside
detour, adding several miles to the jour-
ney — to say nothing of the long-term
cost of the project. In an email, Hobart
said the city would continue to work with
CVAG to find other possible routes, but
reiterated his central position: nothing
should move forward until the cost con-
cieréns raised by Rancho Mirage are set-
tled. ’ .
“No more pussyfooting around the
subject,” he wrote. “We require an-
swers.” : )
Reach Desert Sun reporter Jesse Marx at .
Jjesse.marx@desertsun.com; @marxjesse on
' Twitter.
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Echo Rancho Mirage’s
concerns about project

By Jesse Marx
The Desert Sun

The Indian Wells City Council weighed in
Thursday on the CV Link, echoing calls coming
from Rancho Mirage to slow down the project
and clear the air.

The cost of the project has been the subject
of review for years, but took on new life in
early April when Rancho Mirage Mayor Dana
Hobart began questioning a proposal to pay for
the future upkeep of the proposed $100 million
bicycle, pedestrian and low-speed electric ve-
hicle trail using local tourism dollars.

Construction is slated to begin in two years,
running from Palm Springs to Coachella. It

Please see CV LINK, 5A
MORE INSIDE Y



= S

A rendering of the proposed CV Link, provided by the Coachella Valley Association of
Governments, shows the $100 million project that is scheduled to being in two years.

CV Link
Continued from 1A

could later be extended to Desert Hot

Springs on the north and the Salton Sea -

to the south. .

“Jt’s not about destroying the CV Link
idea,” said Ty Peabody, the mayor of In-
dian Wells. “It’s just about getting an-
swers that we don’t have.”

Peabody also sits on CVAG’s execu-
tive committee and intends on June 1 to
support Hobart when he puts fi orth pro-
posals to slow down the project, con-
vene an all-day rétuc}y session, and re-

costs.

Hobart wants the Coachella Valley -

Association of Governments — the lead
authority on the project— justify the as-
sumptions and the data that are going
into future cost predictions. In the proc-
ess, he’s warning that his and other cit-
ies in the desert might be signing up for
something that will prove too onerous to
their budgets down the road.

On June 1, Hobart will also propose

that CVAG obtain an outside legal opi-

nion on the use of Measure A funds —a

half:cent tax that’s supposed to be used

on road repair — for the trail.

During Thutsday’s meeting, Pea-
body wondered aloud about the trail’s
security and insurance costs, casting a
wide net. He even touched on the loom-
ing economic and environmental disas-
ter only a few miles away.

“What happens if we don't solve the
Salton Sea problem?” he asked. “Anyone
gonna get on that?” o

Indian Wells Councilman Dana Reed
stressed that, though no action was tak-
en Thursday, the city was not turning its

I

view options for the project’s future

back on the project. That would not be
reasonable, he said. .

But he did point out that the city lacks
a community swimming pool, baseball
field, tennis or basketball court — and
providing those ‘types of recreational
services “is a very legitimate role for
government to play, especially local
government.” Assuming, of course, that
the costs of maintenance are feasible.

Numbers provided by CVAG show
that the trail, which is about 50 miles in
length, will cost close to $1 million per
year to operate and maintain. To date,
CVAG has spent a little more than
$1.7 million on the project, mostly on
consultants. )

At one point, Councilman Ted Mer-
tens expressed concern with a CV Link
television commercial.

“It’s kind of misleading because it
says ‘coming soon,” he said. “And the
first spade of dirt isn’t scheduled to be
turned for two te three years.”

The feedback from the public on
Thursday was in much the same line.
One person after another, some more
sarcastic than others, called for slowing
the project down. Two called for keep-
ing any proposed route away from High-
way 111, much as Rancho Mirage has al-
ready declared. '

The conversation wavered;at times,
but kept coming back to the question of
whether the city could build this while
maintaining its financial well-being.

“I'm counting on you, our elected of-
ficials, to do your due diligence and not
sign up for any portion of this until you
get correct answers,” said Tom Conner,
an Indian Wells resident.

Jesse Marx is the Desert Sun political
reporter. Reach him at
jesse.marx@desertsun.com or @marxjesse
on Twitter.
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Pay closer attention

I have always thought and said that
people don’t read what really is being
printed. Article in point: “Rancho Mi-
rage acts toisolate self from v'alley
peers,” Valley Voice by Raphael
Aguirre, May 27.

When Mr. Aguirre blatantly accused
Mayor Dana Hobart of NOT wanting
the CV Link he was wrong. He has nev-
er said those words, and if Mr, Aguirre
would look more closely at what is
printed, he might agree. Mr. Hobart is
questioning the upkeep cost of the link.
I think everyone has rushed into some-
thing without thoroughly 1nvest1gatmg
this situation. .

I had to laugh when Mr: Aguirre said
he had lived in Rancho Mirage since
1968 and remembered many restau-
rants on “Restaurant Row.” I have been
coming to the desert since the
mid-1940s and remember nothing but

sand and open spaces until around the

1970s when a few restaurants began
opening. We now have closed restau-
rants and other stores because of the -’
drop in the economy in 2008, You can’t
blame our mayor for that. I agree that
Mr. Hobart does not speak for all resi-
dents, but at least he is concerned with
where our money goes and how it will
affect the future of Rancho Mirage.
Bettie Hedlund, Rancho Mirage

We should get a vote

‘Re: “Rancho Mirage acts to isolate
self from valley peers,” Valley Voice,
May 27

I wonder if Mr. Aguirre ever both-
ered to attend a City Council meeting in
Rancho Mirage and speak directly to
the council on the matter instead of'
submitting a few paragraphs to the .
newspaper and hoping his elected offi-
cials will stumble across it: !

1 am thoroughly frustrated that we
won’t be given the opportunity to vote
on this silly 50-mile sidewalk which will
sit idle half of the year when it’s over
100 degrees out.

Since I live in Palm Springs, runby a'

council which appears to have spent
our money so.irresponsibly that we're

' facing years of audits to find out just

how much we've been fleeced, I hope
and pray for the few remaining
thoughtful stewards of our tax:dollars
in other jurisdictions to work to stop
this project dead in its tracks. I am

_confident that if CV Link would be put

to a vote in all affected jurisdictions
with the true multi-year cost laid out
for all to see, the answer would be a
resounding “No.”
Thank you, Mayor Hobart.
Robert Hansen, Palm Springs

The CV Link, as envisioned in this rendering, would |



CV Link? Countmein

Tt was with great pleasure that I
read the recent Valley Voice written by
Raphael Aguirre. I have been a long-
time resident of Rancho Mirage and,
€Ven as a senior citizen, I am very ex-
cited about the CV Link and Jook for-
ward to its completion. It will be a great
opportunity not only to get some exer-
cise but to meet the wonderful people
of the desert communities.

To the stick-in-the-mud snobs who
feel that it will cause more crime with a
path through their neighborhood,
please note that if someone wants to
steal your old junk, they will do so with
or without the CV Link.

Opponents of the CV Link should
read about other cities, such as Wash-
ington D.C., that have similar paths that
are enjoyed by their residents. I'm sure
that users of the path will participate in
keeping it clean. How about keeping in
mind all the positive benefits of the CV
Link instead of having a “sky is falling”
attitude. I would like to see my city of
Rancho Mirage survive as a vibrant,
progressive, welcoming city and not
end up a deserted, geriatric, has-been
town.

Judy Gaudiano, Rancho Mirage

Most will benefit .

I think the CV Link is a great idea
for the future health-and enjoyment of
the entire valley, and I think if's a real
shame that some choose to try to ob-
struct its creation at this late date.

1 assume some of the opinions ex-
pressed in your paper in opposition to
the CV Link are probably from well-off
people who do not walk or bike or who
do not have kids who will love riding
their bikes on it. We all pay taxes for
things that we don’t benefit from di-
rectly, but that is part of being a mem-
ber of a community. It seems really
selfish to me that some people only look
at their own interests and don’t really
care about what's best for the majority.

Why not get rid of the grass and
lakes and some of the golf courses in
the valley; they're all so retro and
frankly, irresponsible, in this time of
drought in our desert,

Let’s work together to make deci-
sions that are in the best interest of the
majority.

John Roberts, Palm Springs

Airing it out important
Considering the CV Link is such a
big project, there’s surprisingly little in
the way of a forum or venue where the



average resident’s views can be heard.
This is especially important given the
fast-track, near steamrolling pace of
the lobbying effort by the major propo-
nents, who now appear to be on the
attack against all those voicing ob-
jections or simply caution,

Thank you for providing the oppor-
tunity for those with comments, sug-
gestions — either pro or con —to be
heard. )

David Grigg, La Quinta

Doubters deserve praise

‘The CV Link is an example of an
elitist group imposing its wishes on the
public, o

They live in a dream world where
the public is blissfully using the link,
This will not happen. Coronado has a
similar link and your life is at risk if
you use it because of racing cyclists
that dominate the link with no regard
for others.

Our tourist numbers will not in-
crease significantly because of this.
The link will hardly be used in the sum-
mer because of sunstroke, The disad-
vantaged and the working poor will not
use it. They have neither the time or
the inclination. The percentage of the
population to use it will be low: The
well-to-do and only in the winter. How-
ever the whole population will pay for
it. I wonder how many of the propo-
nents will use it regularly.

The project is a boondoggle and
'should be canceled. I applaud the cities
that are taking it slow. At the very least
there should be a referendum.

Barry R. Welch, La Quinta

More CV Link questions

Re: Ongoing CV Link debate

The picture at the top of the front
page of The Desert Sun on May 17 il-
lustrates yet another example of the

poor plannirg of this project. Thereisa .

wall separating the Link from some-
one’s backyard. The wall looks to be
about 4-5 feet tall. What's to prevent
someone invading that yard or house
during the day or night? Will there be
security patrolling day and night? And
who is going to pay for it? There are
many homes bordering the Whitewater
River wash and their security and
peace of mind must be addressed.

Another point: A few years ago we
experienced an unusual amount of rain,
an amount that overwhelmed our flood
control system and flooded the wash to
about 10 feet from the top. It turned
into a raging river. While we would all
like to see more rain during this
drought, this could spell disaster for
the Link.

There also needs to be a detailed,
published plan showing the exact route
the Link will take, so everybody can see
how it affects their city and neigh-
borhood.

Don Underwood, Palm Desert

P e e e

Bad spot for CV Link

Inreference to CV Link there
! ar

‘gflr;?;i% 33 trails and paths in the Ccfa—
iy alley. Palm Springs has eight or

Ilive in North Palm Springs w
part of_the CV Link is prgposid. 'Ifgies
path will border on open desert. We
have a major issue with windblown
sand causing road closures, The most ~ '
coﬁgqn ones are seen on Indian Can-
%?aﬂ' rive, Vista Chino and Gene Autry

..Ongoing maintenance for thi
tion alone would be a nioney p}:;s 'ffﬁ?s
area Is not a tourist attraction,

Would you recommend a tourist to
take a walk, ride a bike or drive a golf
car‘}V algalunddWiudy Point?

e already have 36 i ity trai
that have much more fonc:lf?'EEHY trals

Shitley Buch, Palm Spring:
1.
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Rancho E:,mmm nocsﬁ_@.m WOITy
about m&mﬁ Eﬁmg on U@E@m

By Sherry Barkas

The Desert Sun :
There will be no.CV Link on-

:F:E.Q 111 or -Bob Hope

Much of the Eza%a route
mou. the 52-mile concrete path
that -would run from Palm

y Springs to the Salton Sea, runs

Driveinthecity 0fRaného Mi- -

rage, council members said on
Thursday — a decision ap-
plauded by the dozen'or 5o res-
idents in the gudience. §
The action, however, leaves

the question of where should:

the link goin Rancho Mivage.
“We don't want to be nay-:

sayers,” Mayor Dana Hobart

said. “We'resaying; keep look-

ing. If we can find something

"

acceptable to us, fine.

Thursday'’s .%o._m_e.: fol-

lows the April 16 rejection of
proposals by the Coachella
Valley Association of Govern-

ments to build the $100 million -

link near the Rancho g:.&ﬁm
Public Library, where the city
has plans to build an observa-
tory, or along the Butler-
Abrams Trail — one of the few
horse trails left in the city.
Highway 111 and Bob Hope
Drive present traffic and safe-
ty issues along with concerns
about the impact on area
homes and businesses, council
members and residents said,

along the E:zﬁ..éa_ Wash.
But that area is mostly built

out-intRancho Mirage, City
Manager Randall Bynder said.
- “What we found in analyz-

-ing this projectin-depthis that
“the route through Rancho Mi-
rage, because of the issues

with  the Whitewater River

- channel, would.be so circu-

itous mSn %E.cugm that it

“seems like every: alternative
- location brings a. s&&m new

set of problems for
munity,” Bynder said.
Crossing E_m_é.sw. E in
multiple crosswalksisnotsafe
for the pedestrians, bikers,
joggers and small electiic ve-
hicles intended to use mﬁ path,
he said.
Itwould also _Ewmnn traffic.
“Good planning doesn’t mix
high speed, high volume of ve-
hicular traftic with pédestrian
traffic,” said resident Mary

: .:Em Filice, who said the city

“ean only cm negatively im-
pacted” by the link.

Please see CV LINK, 6A
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01 0! _hqpmposed High-
ob Hope Driyve routes.

eall impm tant for Ran-
stand up and say we are
‘other cities involved in

-'-‘thet(lmk project W/"'v(lotnr1:,11111au1 Rscha:d
I{itesatd‘ GRS
A ) g aban -aevial vlew of the link

che ia to Desert Hot Springs,

't_nmumnes as it

f& va kmg with
uﬁ'ﬁ‘a'ﬂo find some alter-

' patevoute .. zt' we can, andean ay for it
‘fthe Link),” he said.

. $l6million mamtenance oSl
Cor on the Gaun-' '

‘nine years. CVAG and the
‘are continuing to disct

disrupt the business
Rancho Mirage ¢ and Palm

7784694 E‘allgwher on iﬁjf: r@i"

In April; the City: Counc;l;pullad back
on its support of the link wher Hobart

raised questions. abﬁutpY posal
that the nine cities dedi percent of
their increased '1'0'1‘ gg_ ery
year, from 2016 on, to ‘th ammal

Hobart estimated that would eost
Rancho Mirage nearly $1. S‘hmﬂ__l

funding the maintenance.
“I didn't say stop (the project) but

slow itdown "Hebaltsald o1 ex_p_ 'enp

tions. A

Desert Sun reporter SPwrry Barkas covers
the cities of La Quintq, Indian Weff&

be reached ;
sherry, bmkqs@rhedesam n.comt




Rancho Mu‘age re]ects CV Lmk over fundmg plan:_

ce of a meeurig:early nexb week_.
elected }eaders fl om across the_

By Barrett Nawki :
The Desert Sun.

¢ - proposed fundmg formula
_The Qoachell Valley Association of
timates that annual op-

Rt - er aUev‘
* The unanimous vote came. durmg a . aro 6 mﬂlmn or $33,600 per mile.
closed- door meetmg Thursday in ad- The agency is suggestmg that more

feelthat'approacheleave : _
ing more than what's f ering. =
the mty wﬂl contam Jﬁ 10 pexrcent Qi'a_ :

Pleasa see CV me, 13;;! 4




FRIDAY, APRIL 3, 2015

CV Link

Continued from 1A

the pathway.

They also don’t support
another piece of the fund-
ing plan they believe will
take money away from lo-
cal street projects. And
they are against changing
the city’s hotel tax mea-
sure in a way they feel
may legally require a city-
wide vote, Mayor ProTem
Dana Hobart said.

“We think it’s a dubious
concept at best to suggest
that we could change the
formula, and besides, it's

unfair,” Hobart said.

“Until everybody pays
the. proportional amount
compared to the amount
of linkway that they have
in their cities, everything
else is unfair.”

Rancho Mirage City
Attorney Steve Quintanil-
la said council members
met in private because of
the potential for filing a
lawsuit, butinstead of tak-
ing preemptive legal ac-
tion, the council directed
him and the city manager
tonotify CVAG Executive
Director Tom Kirk in
writing of their objec-
tions.

Hobart said  that
thanks to the reopening of
the Ritz-Carlton hotel in
Rancho Mirage last May,
the city now collects the
third-most hotel tax reve-
nue of any city in the Coa-
chella Valley, behind Palm
Springs and Palm Desert.

However, a report
from CVAG projecting
cities’ annual hotel tax
contributions for CV Link
into 2025 used tax esti-
mates that placed Rancho
Mirage fifth among eight
cities. Local hotel taxes
have the official name of
transient occupancy tax-
esor. TOT.

Reached late Thursday
afternoon, Kirk wasn't
aware of the stance Ran-
cho Mirage officials were
taking; and he questioned
their belief that the for-
mula wasunfair. =~

wtof the !ogm (of us-
ing TO’I‘ -money) is that
the project has an addi-
tional impact on:the tour-
ist economy,” Kirk said.
 He disputed Hobarts
suggestlon that the pro-
posal- calls- for a public
vote. ~The  payment
amount i8 based on higher
hotel tax revenues, but
cities would not be Te-
quired to use TOT money

to cover CV Link upkeep, -

he said.

Kk has called the CV
Link path the lar rgest pro-

“itss kmdm henau

and brought up concerns
about the path not reach-
ing into ;-vailey 'S poor-
est commupnities.

The  CVAG upkeep
funding proposal says as
much as 40 percent of CV
Link’s: annual .operations
could be covered by mon-
ey coming from eities for
regional  transportation

needs.

It points out that other
funding options exist, par-
ticularly grants and spon-
sorships, but that money
15 often temporary.

Using aportion of hotel
taxes in 4 similar way to
how property. taxes have
funded  improvements
through'  redevelopment
agencies, has never been
done before, the report
says. And “there arve few

-areas in the state of Cali-

fornia where ‘the' tourist
mdustry isisuch a domi-
nant part of the economy
and tax structure” as the
Coachella Valley.

The report makes a
case against setting fund-
ing based on the amount
of pathway in each city.
Such a plan would leave
Palm Springs with-a third
of the annual costs since
33 percent of thep path
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“We ﬂzmk it’sa dubwus concept
hest 1o suggest that we could
nge the fowrmla-:- and beszde.s,

it’s unfair.”

DANA HOBART
Rar

goes through the c1ty In~
stead, Palm  Springs
whmh collects by far t

most from hotel’ taxes of ;1 _i
any valley city, would pay

."Mayof Pro Tem ;

24 percentof the costs, ac-

_cording to CVAG.

- The TOT plan leaves
out the city of Coachella,

since it does not collect a

“hotel tax. Coachella will
contain 11 percent of the =

roughly 48-mile path, ac-  balance

cording to CVAG:

And even though Diss
ert Hot Sprmg_s isthe only.

valley city notincluded in
the initial phase of the

pathway,ﬂlecuylspartof_ Link

the calculations CVAG

used to meetits annual_ap-'
erating expense number,

starting with a cuntmbu‘

tion of almost $6 000 m- 7

2017,
That likely won’t sit-
well  for Desert  Hot

duced staff.

ing ety p; ~Aran
or makmg further cuts to  tee
-an already drasncally re-l

Link 3 mugh,._ _“Th
Desert Hot Sprmgs along ope

- Mission Creek has been Monda

~ proposed,
~ Adam Sanchez said this

1 structiqn

Elected offlc:als fr om

Mayor '
weeifg hJs c1ty should be

“barrett. nawkzrk {
sun.coni oron'’ S s
@bansmwwkirk. S




OUR VOICE
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to get CV Lmk back on track

The idea of a SO-mile- long
“green” pathway connecting
the valley’s communities has
been on a roll, garnering the
support of city and regional
officials as well as others i in
tl;ecommumty, including

railte, 'which the Coachella
Va]i&; “Association of Goy-

ernments — the lead author-' .
ity in the project — says will =
cost upwards of $100 million

remains a fantastic idea.
‘While hopes of vibrant
ne,w revenue sty eams
sprmgmg from tourlsts
flo'ckmg to the new route
‘a little pie in the sky,

it S cledr to anyone who sees -

the i incr easmg packs of cy- -

clists on major valley routes -
such as Highway 111 or Fred

Waring Drive that CV Link
likely would see use from
Day 1.

This special venue cer-
tainly would be a nice com-
plement to our current rec-
reational offerings for visi-
tors and locals alike.

CVAG, meanwhile, has
put together about $75 mil-
lion of the current overall
construetion cost without

asking Coachella Valley CIt-

lesto pltch in.

of~dtssent among this happy

caahtmn erupted recently.
when the Rancho Mirage
City Council voted unani-
mously to withdraw its sup-

The' _masswe recreational

Qa&s

icials mus resduﬁfe dispute

PPa LIk A

- e i

: {_,{ t":‘]rn B e
DESERT SUN FILE

The CV Link recreation path is shown in a rendering provided by the

Coachella Valley: Assocuatmn of Governments,

~'port of the plan over the

proposed mode! for funding

~ongoing maintenance and
 operations. -
_Inresponse, a CVAG com-
mittee on Monday postponed
a decxsmn on the financing
plan, giving city officials
- across the valley more time

to Study"the proposal.

Ny

e * CV Link remains a great

a, but the questions
 raised by Rancho Mirage

- deserve serious study and

‘the dispute over how future
upkeep will be financed
‘must be resolved,
Ina Valley Voice also on
- this page, Mayor Pro Tem G.
Dana Hobart explains Ran-
~cho Mirage’s concerns about
- how CVAG proposes to pay
for ongomg maintenance of
the route.
In particular, his city’s
concerns about the legality

of committing transient oc-
cupancy tax to such ex-

penses must be addressed,

While Rancho Mirage and
the other, more affluent Coa-
chella Valley cities likely
could find funds within their

- budgets to cover their CV

Link upkeep abligations now

* and in the future, Hobart

and his council peers are
correct to demand more
answers now on what could
be an ever-increasing hill
and how the costs might be
most equitably shared.

Construction of the path
isn't expected to begin for at
least two years. Clearly .
these issues are best worked
out now to avoid any chance
the path could become a
decaying white elephant
along the spine of our desert
community sometime in the
future.



VALLEY YOICE Prpo

‘q 80!‘5 6

CVAG’s propose
CV Link upkeep
1S not a falr deal

On March 30, Rancho Mi-
rage first lear ned of the pro-
jected annual Operation and
Maintenance costs for the
proposed CV Link and who
would pay them. We were
shocked.

The lead agency, Coachella
Valley of Associated Govern-
ments, projects that the “cost
of operating and maintaining
the' CV Link is approximately
$1.6 million per year when
the 50-mile facility is fully
constructed” in about two
years. This amounts to
$32,000 per mile per year,
increasing by 2 percent annu-
ally thereafter.

Based on in-city Linkway
mileage Cathedral City with
3.0 miles pays $96,000; Coa-
chella with 5.5 miles pays
$176,000; Indian Wells with
3.6 miles pays $115,200; Indio
with 5.7 miles pays $182,400;
La Quinta with 2.6 miles pays
$83,200; Palm Desert with 5.3
miles pays $169,600; Palm
Springs with 15.8 miles pays
$505,600; Rancho Mirage with
4.7 miles pays $150,400; Unin-
corporated Riverside County
with 2.0 miles pays $64,000;
Desert Hot Springs with an
estimated 4.5 miles pays
$144,000.

CVAG apparently recog-
nizes that few valley cities
. are capable of funding such
. enormous O&M costs.

. 'CVAG's plan to address this
~isituation begins with CVAG
propoesing that about one-
third of the $1.6 million NOT
be:charged to the citics —at
- least not directly. CVAG pro-
- poses that about one-third of
~ the D&M costs be paid by
taking monies from Measure
“A” funds and, to a lesser
extent, from AB2766 “clean
. air” funds.

Measure A funds were
created by a public vote in
2002 which authorized a 0.5%
sales tax to be used exclu-
sively for constructing and
maintaining streets and arte-

. rials in the county. This is a
vital valley resource. It
seems imprudent to classify
the Linkway as a “Regional
Roadway” to justify this fund
absorbing one-third of the
cost of maintaining the
50-mile Linkway.

As for the remaining $1

- million in Q&M costs, CVAG
proposes that they not be
based on “in-city Linkway
mileage,” but rather based on
a formula involving Transient
Occupancy Tax (TOT) re-
ceipts: “Beginning in 2017, 8
percent of the increase (over

f.-';.“Dana Hobart

the prior year) in TOT would
be directed to the CV Link
O&M Fund.” CVAG explains
that the TOT receipts from
the various cities will “be
used to maintain the sections
of CV Link within the juris-
dictions that are parties to
the MOU."” This ambiguous
language means if one city’'s
TOT taxes are insufficient to
pay for their in-city mileage
of Linkway, the TOT receipts
from other cities will cover
that expense.

Furthermore, some cities

' are property tax based cities,

unlike Rancho Mirage and
other cities whose revenues

_are principally from TOT

revenues.

Rancho Mirage voted to
reject this formula because it
requires some to pay far
more than their respective
percentages of Linkway mile-
age. Coachella, which has no
TOT and other cities have
insufficient TOT receipts to
cover their Linkway mileage
costs. The cities most nega-
tively impacted would be
Palm Springs, Palm Desert,
Indian‘Wells, Rancho Mir age

- and La Qumta

This proposed TOT ap-
proach.also raises serious
legal issues. Proposition 218
defines a “special tax” as any
tax imposed for specific pur-
poses, including a tax im-
posed for specific purposes
that is placed into a general
fund. Orice any portion of a
city's TOT is obligated for the
special purpose of operating
and maintaining the CV Link,
it arguably becomes a special
tax which cannot be used
unless approved by a two-
thirds vote of the city’s eligi-
ble voters.

Operating costs over the
coming decades, and who will
pay them, is the 800-pound
gorilla in ‘the room, This issue
must be settled before — not
after — the Linkway’s final
parameters and bells and
whistles are determined. Now
is that time.

Email G. Dana Hobart, mayor

pro tem of Rancho Mirage, at

danah@ranchomirageca.gov



CV Link check-in

Where is the voice of Palm
Springs on the subject of the
CV Link? .

The city councils of both
Rancho Mirage and Indian
Wells have expressed concern
about the future maintenance,
operation and security costs
of the valley-long pathway.
Palm Springs is scheduled to
have one-third of the CV Link
miles and will be responsible
for the largest portion of the
ongoing costs. Yet, we haven't
heard a word of officjal pro-
test or concern from our City
Council, even though the fu-
ture expense of the CV Link
could eventually reach into
the pocket of every Palm
Springs resident and business,

It’s time for the Palm
Springs City Council to active-
ly protect its citizens by lim-
iting the future burden of the
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ummer thunderstorms have been

D]

n the eons prior to the turn of the 20* centuy-

vy, the Whitewater and San Gorgonio rivers

and their tributaries sent flood and storm

waters rushing into the Coachella Valley,

spreading tremendous volumes of water
harmlessly across the desert floor. _

These floodwaters flowed unimpeded as they

made their way through washes and shallow de-

et s
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dangerous in the Coachella_ Valley

1atural starting point to illustrate desert
modern history is the Salton Sea, cre-
00 years ago. Heavy rainfall in
the Colorado River basin in 1905 caused the river
to swell and eventually breach a man-made dike
in the Imperial Valley,

It took nearly two years to control the river's
flow into the Salton Basin and stop the flooding.

The 1
flooding in m¢
ated more than 100

pressions south toward the Salton Sink — a geo- Denise The result of the sudden influx of water and the

graphic trough roughly 234 feet below sea level. lsb lack of natural drainage from the basin resulted
Excessive rainfall wasn’t a problem until peo- Gools y in the formation of California’s largest lake.

ple began settling in the desertand developing its === = Prior to 1915, the people of the valley — al-

arid, sandy lands, The new residents. faced the THE though few in number but with investments in

Herculean task of taming these wild waters that STORYTELLER o1 FoW, new developments in the area of In-

threatened to wipe out their homes and farmlands. dio, Coachella and Thermal — realized aregional
The July 19 collapse of the Tex Wash bridge on Interstate  effort was needed to divert floodwaters into controllable

minders
t and its

10 near Desert Center
over the past century
residents are to the ra

is among many disastrous re
of how susceptible the deser
vages of floodwaters.

Clockwise from top left; Sunrise Way Is washed aw
the Palm Springs bridge over Tahquitz wash on Palm Ca

channels and away from their homes.

Please see DISASTER, 6A

ay by waters from Tahquitz Creek in January 1969, A fierce storm in 1938 washed out

} inyon Drive. The Southern Pacific Railroad had to move its lines several times when
the Colorado River flooded the Salton Sink from 1905 to 1907, | TR
PHOTOS COURTESY OF PALM APRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND SALTON SEA HISTORY MUSEUI

ay



Disaster
Continued from 1A

Dy this time, two small agencies — In-
dio Levee District and Coachella Storm-
water District—existed, but were inade-
quate to protect the growing desert com-
munities. ’

In 1915, the Coachella Valley Storm-
water District was organized and an ini-
tial board of three men was elected.
Meeting Aug. 7, 1915, at the Thermal
Cantaloupe Growers Union packing-
house in Thermal were J.H. Northrup, a
west Indio area vancher and developer;
J.W. Newman, of Thermal, manager of
the growers union; and Charles McDon-
ald, a Coachella merchant,

The new distriet had just begun plot-
ting its diversion strategy when Mother
Nature unleashed a series of torrential
downpours on the unprotected desert
floor.

On Jan. 17, 1916, record rainfall inun-
dated the area. More than nine inches
fellin two storms — the greatest concen-
tration of rainfall in any one month re-
corded at the time. The mountain slopes
had been saturated by December
storms. The snow pack was heavy in the
Santa Rosa, San Jacinto and San Bernar-
dino mountains. The storm dropped 4.28
inches at Beaumont and 4.40 inches at
“abazon,

The storm moved west to east and, by
noon, floodwaters reached Palm
Springs. As it bore down on the valley, it
picked up water from tributary canyons,
flooding desert towns, farms and roads.

Another severe storm devastated the
valley on July 26, 1936, The Desert Sun
reported then,

“Iixceedingly heavy rains did much
damage to the Indio-Palm Springs high-
way, now under construction. A subdivi-
sion near La Quinta Hotel was badly
washed out. Near Indian Wells, a dozen
families were driven from their homes
when a cloudburst struck on the moun-
tain slopes.”

The raging Whitewater River in
March 1938 flooded downtown Palm
Springs, preventing visitors from leav-
ing the city for almost a week. There
were a number of fatalities throughout
Riverside County and damages ap-
proached a staggering $2 million. To put
that cost in perspective, the average cost
of a five-room house in 1938 was $3,000.

Nearly all county bridges-across the
Santa Ana River were swept away, in-

cluding the Pedley (Van Buren) Bridge, -

Riverside; and the Norco Bridge. "
The bridge across Owl Wash, on U.S.
Highways 60, 70 and 99 —between Ban-
'ng and Cabazon — was washed out on
Aarch 3, This was a principal thorough-
fare from Los Angeles to the desert at

the time. : .

In September 1938, the Palm Springs

City Council requested thal the state
highway department quickly replace the
bridge and eliminate the “hazardous
(sharp and difficult) detour in the inter-
est of protecting the lives of Palm
Springs visitors and residents.”

Six months after the flood, no work
had been done to either repair or replace
the bridge and city leaders were getting
worried since tourist season would pick
up soon,

A year later, “El Cordonazo,” or “The
Lash of St. Francis” struck Southern
California and caused the greatest Sep-
tember rainfall ever. The tropical storm
lost hurricane status shortly before mov-
ing onshore at San Pedro. Seven inches
of rain drenched Indio in just three
hours.

Another storm dropped 6.45 inches of
rain on Indio in six hours on Sept. 24,
1939.

The devastating floods of 1938 and
1939 made it “painfully clear” the county
did not have adequate flood protection.
For some reason — most likely precccu-
pation with World War 11 — county su-
pervisors didn’t take action to create a
floed control distriet until 1944,

Progress made

San Bernardino County, with the cre-
ation of its flood control district in 1939,
provided a blueprint that served as a
guide for its neighboring county,

On July 7,1945, a bill approved by the
California Legislature and signed into
law by Gov. Earl Warren established the
Riverside County Flood Control and Wa-
ter Conservation District.

In the ensuing years, numerous ley-
ecs and other water diversions were de-
signed and built; including the Tachevah
Dam in 1964, to control floodwaters orig-
inating from the steep, mountainous wa-
tershed above Palm Springs.

Built by the Corps of Engineers for
$1.2 million, the dam was partially fund-
ed by the district and the state,

It was & challenge for the county to
keep pace with unpredictable desert
weather. A quick, unexpected downpour
could cause flash flooding in a matter of
minutes. All desert communities were at
risk.

The floods of 1965 demonstrated the
need for major flood control improve-
ments throughout the district. Cotton-
wood Creek overflowed at 1-10 east of the
Highway 111 junction and all traffic was
stopped for several hours. The lack of
all-weather bridges and flooding of ma-
jor roads resulted in the cities of Desert
Hot Springs and Palm Springs being iso-
lated for aperiod of time. Access to other

communities in'the Coachella Valley was .

severely impaired. Several lives were
lost as a result of people trying to drive
across streams. Cars were swept away.
some with passengers trapped inside.
Highway 111 in Palm Springs was cu

@ The Desert Sun
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$4 Miltion Is Damage Estimate
Atter Worst Storm In 40 Years |
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Palm Desert Area |
Hfl By Watee Wall |
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THE DESERT SUN
The Sept. 11, 1976, edition of The Desert Sun.,

in two places disrupting traffic for sev-
eral days. Indian Avenue was destirroyed
by floodwaters from the Whitewater
River. The closing of Indian Avenue for
30 days added to the isolation of Ialm
Springs.

The January and February 1969
floodsin Riverside County caused exten-
sive damage when the Whitewater flood
control channel broke through and over
control levees to “an untold number of
residences,” The Desert Sun reported on
Jan. 27, 1969. “Thie Dream Homes area,
along the eastern side of thgz Palm
Springs Airport, was hardest hit when
sections of the dike on the southern side
gave way. The Crossley Tract, adjacent
to the Municipal Golf Course (now Tah-
quitz Creek Golf Resort) also was hard
hit.”

Estimate of damage to the Whitewa-
ter River Flood Control Channel, extend-
ing through Palm Springs and nearly S0
miles to the Salton Sea, was $2.5 million.

‘A bridge at Highway 111 south of
Thermal was wrecked and it was esti-
mated it would take about six months to
construct a bypass roadway around the
flood-damaged structure. g

“In the meantime, traffic over the im-
portant approach road to the Salton Sea
is being routed over a lower crossing of
the storm channel,” The Desert Sun re-
ported on March 25, 1969. “The Highway
111 bridge was constructed in 1938 at:ter
the disastrous floods of that year. It with-
stood the onslaughts of the Jan. 24 and
Ieb. §, (1969) floods but caved in during

the Feb, 24-25 flooding. Southern Pacific
bridge which adjoins the road span was
downed in the January flood.”
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Snow falls around the Plaza Theatre in Palm
Springs In January 1979,
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Another major tropical storm

On'Sept. 9, 1976, Tropical Storm Kath-
leen swept into the desert, packing 75-
mph winds and pouring nearly 18 hours
of steady rain in and around Lhe valley,
dropping 14.76 inches of rain on the
southern slopes of Mount San Gorgonio.

Deep Canyon aboye La Quintarecord-
ed 2.96 inches in three hours on Sept. 10.
Rainfall in the Santa Rosa Mountains
above the Coachella Valley was called
the “heaviest in recorded history.”

Palm Desert and the Imperial Valley
town of Ocotillo were hit the hardest,
Damage to the business and residential
district of Paim Desert was estimated at
l.‘is"l million — $16.7 million in today’s dol-
ars,

A wall of water swept through the
community when two earthen dikes
gave way near Indian Head Canyon, The
Desert Sun reported.

“The raging waters totally destroyed
dozens of homes along Beverly Drive
and Homestead before spreading over a
broader field that eventually widened to
nearly a mile when it hit the business dis-
trict. Near: its source, the boiling flood-
water was estimateéd to be at least four
and maybe five feat high. It knocked
down walls, carried freezers and refrig-
erators several blocks. ... Scores of
homes were filled by several feet of
mud‘ﬂ .. 2 . r v :
The bulk of the water and mud cut a

swath t__i}_x.'{ju'g'h""'l?al_m Desert, ranging

peser 15

from 100 yards to nearly a mile wide.

A portion of the floodwaters was dj-
verted near Ironwood Country Club and
flowed through Indjan Wells, causing ex-
tensive damage to homes in the El Dora-
do and Indian Wells country club areas,

On thelastday of J anuary 1979, desert
dwellers and visitors were freated to a
rave sight. Snow. Palm Springs was blan-
Keted in about two inches of the fluffy
white stuff — the first substantial snow-
fall in the desert since 1949

The Desert Sun produced a special
snow edition to mark the rare occasion,

The Colgate-Dinah Shore Winner’s
Circle golf tournament at Mission Hills
inRancho Mirage was delayed due to the
unexpected snowfall, which iced the
course.

Two major weather events wrealked
havoc on highways and homes during
that stormy summer of 1979,

On July 20, a massive subtropical
thunderstorm dropped more ‘than 2.5
inches of rain across the desert — send-
g walls of water and mud through the
Palm  Springs drea, knocking out a
bridge across the Whitewater River
Wash in Rancho Mirage, closing high-
ways and wiping out virtually ail tele:
phone service from Whitewater to the
Colorado River. A male driver was killed
when the bridge collapsed. The bridge
also carried the main telephone trunk
line, which was washed out when the
structure collapsed. : :

The worst damage occurred in a 10-
Square-mile area that includes Rancho

irage, Palm Desert and Indian Wells, A
section of Portola Road collapsed in
Palm Desert, That storm caused an esti-
mated $40 million in damage to 200
homes.

On Aug. 16, 1979, another Lropical
storm pummeled the desert. The 3,100
residents of the mining—-ccmmunity of
Eagle Mountain, halfway between
Blythe and Indio, were isolated for four
hours after three inches of water fell in
two hours.

The CHP closed 1-10 from Eagle

Mountain — where the Tex Wash bridge

collapsed in the July 19 flood — 4] the
way to Palm Desert,

- “We don’t get much rain outhere, but

when we do, it all comes down at once,”

California Department -of Forestry

spokesman Pat Stein said at the time,
Some things never change. Rain or
shine, desert weather —especially in the
summer — has a history of extreme be.

havior, ; :

Denise Goolsby is The Desert Sun's
storyteller columnist. She can be reached at
ﬂenfse.GooIsﬁy_@.ﬁgsertSma.cam and on
' - Twitter @DeniseGoolsby
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