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Request to Use Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) 
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(A full list of guidnce and insurance requirements is found on the Riverside 
County Film Commission Website: www.filmriversidecounty.com)
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http://filmriversidecounty.com/Portals/0/Requirements for the Use of Unmanned Aircraft Systems.pdf?ver=2016-08-26-161058-990


WAIVERS:  If you are requesting any of the following activities, please check all that apply and furnish 
proof of waiver from the FAA upon submission of this document. 

□ Flight over non-participants (§107.39) □ Night flight (§107.29)

□ Operating from a moving vehicle (§107.25) □ Flight altitude restrictions (§107.51)

□ Operating multiple small UAS’ (§107.35)

Remote Pilot in Command is responsible for the safe operation of all UAS activities and declares that he/she 
will be in compliance with all Part 107 standards and requirements. 

Signature of Remote Pilot in Command or Authorized Company Representative 

Print Name   Title  

Best Practices for UAS Operations Over State Property 
Although not specified in Part 107 Rules, the RCFC suggests the following for optimum safety: 

 Use of a visual observer.
 UAS operator should scout location site(s) of proposed drone activity in advance of filming.
 Operator should possess a Motion Picture & Television Operations Manual.
 Operator should have previous film set experience.

**IMPORTANT** 
Please allow up to seven (7) business days for the Planning Department to process requests for film 
permits that include the use of drones, and be aware that the process will not begin until all required 
documentation has been submitted. 

Also note that meeting all qualifications required of a Remote Pilot does not guarantee that permission 
to fly a small UAS in the City of Indian Wells or over Unincorporated properties will be granted.  The 
City reviews applications on a case-by-case basis and consent or deny requests based on location 
conditions and specific agency guidelines. 

Please submit this completed form, along with all accompanying documentation and Fee to the City of 
Indian Wells Planning Department at: 44-950 Eldorado Drive, Indian Wells CA. 92210  

PLANNING DEPARTMENT USE ONLY 

333 EXEMPTED PART 107 

□ Insurance □ NOTAM □ Insurance □ ATC Approval

□ COA □ Copy to State Partner □ Remote Pilot Certificate □ Copy to State Partner

□ POA □ Copy to CHP □ Registration for each UAS □ Copy to CHP

□ Pilot’s License □ Copy to CalFire □ Description of Flight Operations □ Copy to CalFire

□ Visual Observer □ Waiver(s)
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Attachment B 

Those applying under Part 107 are required to submit: 

 A copy of their Remote Pilot Airman Certificate
 A copy of the Part 47 registration certificate for each UAS being used
 A detailed description of proposed flight activities (including maps)
 Copies of all necessary waivers and approvals
 Proof of insurance coverage (as detailed below)

The following are links to the new regulations, a summary of Part 107 rules, information on 
obtaining a Remote Pilot Airman Certificate and how to apply for a waiver: 

 Complete Text of Part 107 Rule
 Summary of Part 107 Rule
 Becoming Remote Pilot Airman Certificate
 Applying for a Waiver

PLEASE NOTE that while the FAA controls U.S. airspace, individual jurisdictions (states, 
counties, cities) may regulate take-offs and landings within their jurisdictions. Additionally, the 
FAA does not regulate the use of UAS indoors (on a stage, in a building or other enclosed areas). 
Indoor drone activity will require other applicable approvals. 

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS (Mandatory for both 333 and Part 107 operators): 

A production entity that wishes to film in Riverside County must provide RCFC with a 
certificate of insurance evidencing coverage of General Liability, Workers Compensation and 
Automobile Liability. (Insurance Requirements for minimum coverage are including in RCFC 
Film Permit Package) 

If the production’s proposed activities include the use of a drone, additional aerial coverage 
must be provided by the UAS operator. The additional requirements are to provide: 

1. Proof of Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) coverage (listing the specific aircraft to
be used) with a limit of at least $2,000,000. This can be submitted in one of two ways:

a. If UAS coverage is being added to a general liability policy, there must be a
separate endorsement showing proof of UAS coverage.

b. If the coverage is coming from an aviation-specific insurance carrier (such as
Global Aerospace), a separate policy endorsement is not necessary, as the
entire policy represents the UAS coverage.

c. A separate endorsement naming the County of Riverside, its officers, agents
and employees as Additional Insured

. 
2. Please note that all separate endorsements must be submitted as separate

attachments (not included in the body of the certificate of insurance).

    City of Indian Wells
   Planning Department
  44-950 Eldorado Drive
 Indian Wells, CA. 92210
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333 GUIDELINES 

In order for a production to be considered for a permit involving a UAS, the following 
documentation is required: 

1. Proof that the production is using a UAS operator who has received an FAA 333
exemption. The exemption must be for motion picture, television and new media
filming and/or aerial cinematography – as long as it’s for commercial filming and not
aerial surveillance of pipelines, crops, real estate, etc.

2. A copy of the operator’s Certificate of Authorization (COA).

NOTE: UAS operators had originally been required to apply for and receive a COA
for each particular block of airspace (location), but the FAA has recently streamlined
their process, and now exempted operators are being granted blanket COAs for flights
at or below 200 feet, as long as they’re not flying in the vicinity of airports or in other
restricted airspace.

3. A copy of the operator’s written Plan of Activities (POA) as submitted to the FAA.

IMPORTANT NOTES 

 UAS operators must have all pertinent documentation on set with them at all times.
This includes their Certificate of Authorization (COA), Plan of Activities (POA), pilot
certificate and third-class medical certificate.

 The use of a UAS is permitted only when all qualifications have been met, all
necessary approvals have been obtained, and use of a UAS is noted on the
production’s permit. If a production is found to be operating a UAS without the proper
permit, an FAA Administrator, the assigned Fire Safety Officer or law enforcement
official may immediately suspend the UAS activities and/or the production may be
subject to a fine.

 The use of a UAS as a PROP (that is being flown) is subject to the same regulations
as those used for filming.

 The FAA does not regulate the use of UAS indoors (their jurisdiction covers U.S.
airspace, not under the roofs of private structures). Be advised that approval for the
use of UAS in a stage or building may fall under the authority of other jurisdictions.
Also note that when interior filming is involved, RCFC recommends that UAS be
flown by FAA-exempted operators.

 On October 9, 2015, Contract Services Administration Trust Fund issued Safety
Bulletin #36, “Recommended Guidelines for Safely Working Around Unmanned
Aircraft Systems” and its Addendum A, “Unmanned Aircraft Systems Exemption
Summary”. It’s posted on the csatf.org website, but you can access both by clicking on
these links: http://www.csatf.org/pdf/36UAS.pdf and
http://www.csatf.org/pdf/36ADDENDUM_A.pdf
A copy of the safety bulletin should be attached to your call sheet on days when a
UAS is being used.

            City of Indian Wells
           Planning Department
          44-950 Eldorado Drive
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The following are 15 of the most pertinent TERMS & CONDITIONS (to those on-set) 
required of (FAA-exempted) UAS operators. 

1. The UAS must weigh less than 55 pounds, including energy source(s) and equipment.

2. The UAS may not be flown at a speed exceeding a ground speed of 50 knots.

3. Flights must be operated at an altitude of no more than 400 feet above ground level (AGL).

4. The UAS must be operated within visual line of sight (VLOS) of the pilot in command at all
times.

5. All operations must utilize a visual observer (VO).

6. The pilot must possess at least a private pilot certificate and at least a current third-class medical
certificate.

7. The UAS may not be operated directly over any person, except authorized and consenting
production personnel, below an altitude that is hazardous to persons or property on the surface in
the event of a UAS failure or emergency.

8. Regarding the distance from participating persons, the operator’s manual has safety mitigations
for authorized and consenting production personnel. At all times, those persons must be essential
to the closed-set film operations. Because these procedures are specific to participating persons,
no further Flight Standards District Office or Aviation Safety Inspector approval is necessary for
reductions to the distances specified in the petitioner’s manuals.

9. Regarding distance from non-participating persons, the operator must ensure that no persons are
allowed within 500 feet of the area except those consenting to be involved and necessary for the
filming production. This provision may be reduced to no less than 200 feet if it would not
adversely affect safety and the FAA Administrator has approved it. For example, an equivalent
level of safety may be determined by an aviation safety inspector’s evaluation of the filming
production area to note terrain features, obstructions, buildings, safety barriers, etc. Such barriers
may protect non-participating persons (observers, the public, news media, etc.) from debris in the
event of an accident.

10. The operator must obtain an Air Traffic Organization issued Certificate of Waiver or
Authorization prior to conducting any operations under this grant of exemption. This Certificate
of Authorization will also require the operator to request a Notice to Airman not more than 72
hours in advance, but not less than 48 hours prior to the operation.

11. At least three days before scheduled filming, the operator of the UAS affected by this exemption
must submit a written Plan of Activities to the local Flight Standards District Office with
jurisdiction over the area of proposed filming. The 3-day notification may be waived with the
concurrence of the Flight Standards District Office. The plan of activities must include at least
the following:

 Dates and times for all flights
 Name and phone number of the operator for the UAS filming production conducted

under this grant of exemption
 Name and phone number of the person responsible for the on-scene operation of the UAS

            City of Indian Wells
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 Make, model and serial or N-number of UAS to be used
 Name and certificate number of UAS pilots involved in the filming production event
 A statement that the operator has obtained permission from property owners and/or local

officials to conduct the filming production event; the list of those who gave permission
must be made available to the inspector upon request.

 Signature of exemption-holder or representative
 A description of the flight activity, including maps or diagrams of any area, city, town,

county and/or state over which filming will be conducted and the altitudes essential to
accomplish the operation.

12. UAS operations may not be conducted at night (without a waiver).

13. The UAS cannot be operated by the pilot from any moving device or vehicle.

14. The UAS may not operate in Class B, C, or D airspace without written approval from the

15. FAA. The UAS may not operate within 5 nautical miles of the geographic center of a
nontowered airport as denoted on a current FAA-published aeronautical chart unless a letter of
agreement with that airport’s management is obtained, and the operation is conducted in
accordance with a Notice to Airman as required by the operator’s Certificate of Authorization.
The letter of agreement with the airport management must be made available to the
Administrator upon request.

16. The documents required under 14 CFR § 91.9 and § 91.203 must be available to the pilot at the
ground control station of the UAS any time the aircraft is operating. These documents must be
made available to the Administrator or any law enforcement official upon request.

For more information on the use of UAS, go to: http://www.faa.gov/uas/ 
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